AFOSI COMMANDER’S GUIDE TO NARCOTICS INVESTIGATIONS
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The chart on the following page shows the number of “drug use” and “drug distribution” (sale or smuggling) investigations opened during the five-year period 1996 – 2000.  


The Air Force drug problem in 2002 remains largely one of consumption rather than distribution. The majority of sources for the drugs being consumed by USAF members still reside in civilian communities. USAF members obtain drugs from civilian dealers in communities located adjacent to their assigned military facilities. They also obtain drugs from civilian dealers near their off base residences, where they recreate (dance clubs, raves, etc) or when home on leave. In most cases, civilian dealers are reluctant to ply their trade on base. Military drug distributors buy their drugs off base and transport them on base for distribution and/or sale. In most cases these distributors deal in personal use amounts for friends or dormitory mates, not in large amounts associated with major civilian dealers or traffickers.

Several years ago the types of drugs obtainable by both civilians and military persons were largely dependent on drug availability and price.  In some cases specific drugs like Methamphetamine (speed) were available only in certain geographical regions (Western US), while other drugs of abuse like Cannabis and Cocaine were available throughout the US. The availability of these drugs and their price determined the types of drugs USAF people used.  In 1998 traditional drugs such as Cannabis and Cocaine were the top two drug types investigated by AFOSI.  Club drugs like LSD were beginning to show up in the Southern US and Europe.  Ecstasy investigation statistics appeared in the “Top Three” for the first time on the US East Coast and in Europe. In 1999, Cannabis and Cocaine still held the top two spots, although at reduced investigative shares. Club drugs such as LSD, Ecstasy or  Mushrooms were in the “Top Three” investigated drugs in all areas of the US, Europe and Pacific. During 2000 Ecstasy moved into number one or two in all areas.

Large metropolitan areas of the US still afford greater access to a wider variety of illegal drugs and many are destination sites for traffickers. Military facilities located in certain areas of the East, West and Gulf Coasts of the US are subject to season-oriented population fluctuations of nearby coastal beach areas. (Examples: Eglin AFB/Hurlburt Field – Fort Walton Beach, FL, Tyndall AFB – Panama City, FL and Keesler AFB – Biloxi, MS)  Vacationers flock to the coast for recreational activities and temporarily increase the amounts/varieties of illegal drugs available in these areas. At the same time, small rural towns are becoming the chosen spots for many drug trafficking/distribution activities.  It is perceived that local law enforcement may lack the manpower and expertise needed to investigate and control the drugs.


We continue to document Air Force members traveling from bases in Germany to Amsterdam. Due to the liberal drug laws in Holland, military members are tempted to travel across the border to use illegal drugs or to purchase/transport them back to their home stations in bordering countries.

There are three main reasons for the growth of club drugs in general and specifically Ecstasy during 2000.

 Availability - At one time Ecstasy and club drugs were sold exclusively in the large metropolitan areas. Now they can be purchased in quantity in almost any town in America. 
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Concealability – Ecstasy is very easy to conceal and easier to discard when pursued by security or law enforcement authorities. Detectability – Ecstasy and other club drugs (LSD, Psilocybin Mushrooms) have a short metabolic life span in the body. This reduces the risk of being identified as a drug abuser during random urinalysis testing.

The Air Force random urinalysis program is more effective in identifying users of traditional drugs than it is with users of club drugs. This relates directly back to the metabolic life span of the drugs in the body and the schedule by which these drugs are used by the abusers.  As discussed above Ecstasy abuse investigations exploded during 2000. AFOSI initiated 344 investigations concerning abuse of Ecstasy this past year. In those investigations Ecstasy was either the only drug of abuse or one of several drugs reportedly abused in the allegations. This compares with 66 Ecstasy abuse investigations during 1999, representing more than a five-fold increase. The US Army, Navy and Marines report they are experiencing similar increases in Ecstasy abuse investigations. 






Did You Know?





AFOSI interviews every identified drug user for drug intelligence purposes. If no intelligence is provided the matter is referred to local base command authorities for further action. 
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Demographics of A Drug User 





AF Enlisted			88%


AF Officer 		 	  1%


Dependent		 	  3%


US Civilian		 	  2%


Other Service Enlisted	  3%


All Others			  3%








Demographics of a Drug Distributor





AF Enlisted			49%


US Civilian			14%


Dependent			15%


NAF Employees		  4%


AF Civilian Employee	 	  4%


All Others		            14%
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