Frequently Asked Questions about the OGE Form 450/450A

1.  Who determines whether I have to file a form 450?  Per the Joint Ethics Regulation, your supervisor is the final authority on whether you have to file an OGE 450.  There is no “appeal” from that decision.  The legal office can offer advice to supervisors regarding this determination, but the supervisor is the final authority.

2.  Do I include my Government salary as income?  No, there is no need to report your Government salary on the OGE 450.  Neither are you required to report any retirement income received from Federal Government employment (such as Thrift Savings Plan or military retirement payments) or Social Security payments.

3.  How do I report mutual funds?  Mutual funds should be reported by specific fund.  For example, report that you own, for example, “Fidelity Magellan” or “Fidelity Growth and Income Fund”; do not report just “Fidelity Mutual Funds.”  This same advice applies to IRAs.  Do not just report “Schwab IRA”, but disclose the underlying assets, for example, “Schwab IRA-Templeton Income Fund” or “Schwab IRA General Motors Common Stock.”

4.  What do I have to report as an asset?  Report all assets valued at over $1000 as of 30 September 2003 except for the following:  Regardless of value, do not report (1) personal savings accounts, (2) personal checking accounts, (3) certificates of deposit, or (4) any other type of deposit if the accounts/certificates are with a bank, savings and loan, credit union or other similar institution.  Do not report assets held in a money market mutual fund/account.  Do not report any Government obligations held (such as Treasury bills or savings bonds) or Government securities issued by Government agencies or Government sponsored corporations (such as TVA, GNMA, FNMA, etc).  Do not report your personal residence as an asset, unless you rent it out.

5.  Can I file just the “short form”, the form 450A?  You may file an OGE 450A (Confidential Certificate of No New Interests), instead of an OGE Form 450, if: (a) you have filed an OGE 450 within the last four years, (b) you have no reportable additions to your assets, liabilities, or affiliations during the previous year, and (c) you attach a copy of your last OGE 450 to the OGE 450A.  Please note that the legal office is not able to provide you copies of your previous OGE 450s.  Please note that you are required to use the DoD version of the OGE 450A (includes a block requiring a supervisor’s signature). 

6.  Are electronic versions of the forms available?  Yes.  Your organization’s POC should have electronic versions available.  You may also get them by accessing the SMC/JA website, http://www.losangeles.af.mil/ABG/JA/, under “Ethics”.  The OGE 450 is also available at www.usoge.gov by clicking on the “OGE forms” button.  Both the OGE 450 and 450A (DoD version) are available at http://www.defenselink.mil/dodgc/defense_ethics/ by clicking on “Ethics Resource Library” and then “Forms”.   

7.  Should matrixed personnel (mainly PK and FM) be included as filers under their assigned SPO or under their “parent” organization?  The “parent” organization (again, mainly PK and FM) should include all of their personnel under their filers’ list, including those matrixed to the different SPOs.

