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Hello SoCal SCEA Members!  The board is continuing with this year’s theme of “a wider path filled with more state of the art in costing luncheon talks, cost estimator/analyst certification preparation and exam sessions, seminars, symposia and perhaps even an after work mixer/talk/dinner!”  Our second luncheon will be on Tuesday, December 9th at the Aerospace Corporation in El Segundo.  We also have plans to send out a newsletter in January that will give details on past luncheon speakers, and upcoming events such as the CCEA review sessions and test, the ISPA/SCEA Symposium and the CAIV working group.  With our diverse membership and wide distribution, the SCEA Newsletter is the place to advertise.  If your company is interested, please see the information listed below.  As always we would love to hear any suggestions for events, topics, speakers or locations to make SCEA functions even more meaningful to you and your career survival.  Please send your suggestions to David Graham at David.Graham@LOSANGELES.AF.MIL or Jill Carter at jcarter@mcri.com. 





The next luncheon will be held on Tuesday, December 9th in Dining Room "A", just behind the Aerospace cafeteria.  We had a great turn out for the first luncheon and we hope that all of you will be able to attend again and bring other people.  Due to the success of the previous luncheon, we will be in a larger room.  You are welcome to bring your own lunch or purchase one at the Aerospace Cafeteria.  The speaker will be Steve Stepanek from Tecolote.  Steve’s presentation is entitled “A Space Surveillance CAIV Study, Minimum Space Debris Size Detectable by SBIRS”.  The study was established to determine the baseline capability of SBIRS Low and determine the cost/performance curve of track sensor apertures necessary to detect and track various sized space debris.  





A certification exam preparation session will be held on January 24th and the exam is scheduled for February 28th.  Both will be held at MCR Federal, Inc. in El Segundo.  A map and directions will be included in the January newsletter.  Robert Carlton of the Baltimore Chapter prepared a new package of materials for the prep sessions and he has given a copy of the materials to our chapter to use in January.  The preparation workshop will be offered at a nominal fee of $15.  More customers and corporations are looking toward certified estimators/analysts as  an indication to ensure credible costs.  Reviewing the materials and taking the test will be a worthwhile investment of your time.  The January newsletter will include an application for the exam, which must be completed 30 days prior to the exam date. 





The ISPA/SCEA Symposium will be held on January 20th at Aerospace.  SCEA is co-sponsoring this event with ISPA (International Society of Parametric Analysts).  The symposium will be an all day workshop with a variety of speakers and topics.  If you or anyone you know is interested in speaking at the symposium, please call Lela Jennings at (310) 336-6212.  There is no charge to attend.  





SCEA is proud to sponsor the CAIV working group.  Proposed CAIV topics include: how to implement CAIV during the different program phases; tools that are available, and how they are used; and EELV and SBIR presentations.  Specific, proposed subgroup topics include: incentive structures; reporting-earned value/metrics & risk management; system engineering (concurrent engineering, cost engineering, tradeoffs); government implementation/RFP/contract changes; and identifying cost targets.





The first CAIV working group meeting is planned for February 17th and18th in El Segundo. Currently, we are looking for volunteers, ideas, and suggestions. If you would like to help, please call Lt. Col Steve Cohen (SMC/XR) at (310) 363-2500 or Eric Kwan (Hughes Space and Communication Company) at (310) 662-6654.


�
The January newsletter is in process.  If you have any comments or submissions, please provide them to Katy Willis ASAP.  Her e-mail address is kwillis@mcri.com and her phone number is (310) 640-0005, ext. 230.  She is the point of contact for advertising, as well.  Whether advertising your company, congratulating your team, or advertising job openings, SCEA is the place to advertise.  The following is a price layout to advertise in the SCEA newsletter:





Size�
Single Issue�
4 Issues (annual)�
�
Full page�
$110�
$420�
�
Half page�
$  65�
$245�
�
Quarter page�
$  35�
$130�
�
Business Card�
$  10�
$  35�
�






Register NOW for the December 9th luncheon!





	Date:	Tuesday, December 9, 1997


	Time:	11:30 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.


	Place:	The Aerospace Corporation


	2350 E. El Segundo Blvd., El Segundo, CA, Dining Room "A"


	Topic:	“A Space Surveillance CAIV Study”


	Speaker:	Mr. Steve Stepanek


	Tecolote


Mr. Stepanek has 11 years of experience in Department of Defense weapon system cost analysis and 19 years of experience in software analysis and developing DoD real-time command and control systems.  He is currently a task manager at Tecolote Research, Inc. in Manhattan Beach, where he is responsible for developing a program office cost estimate for the Spacelift Range System (SLRS).  Previously, he was the task manager responsible for developing a cost engineering model for the Space and Missile Tracking System (SMTS), a part of the Space Based Infrared Systems (SBIRS) program office.  He holds a B.S. in Accounting from San Diego State University.  


	To register call:	Joy McClelland	MCR Federal	(310) 640-0005, ext. 224


