SYNOPSIS NOTICES,  28 Jan 2004

PURPOSE

The primary purposes of synopsis notices are to improve small business access to acquisition information and enhance competition by identifying contracting and subcontracting opportunities.
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SPECIFIC INFORMATION

THRESHOLD- FAR 5.1 and 5.201- The contracting officer must transmit a notice to the FedBizOps for each proposed contract action that exceeds $25,000 including modifications to an existing contract for additional supplies or services.

EXCEPTIONS- FAR 5.202 discusses 14 exceptions.  These are some of them highlights-

· Synopsis cannot be worded to preclude disclosure of an agency’s needs and such disclosure would compromise the national security

· Contract action is one for which either the written direction of a foreign government reimbursing the agency for the cost of the acquisition of the supplies or services for such government, or the terms of an international agreement or treaty between the U.S. and a foreign government

· Contract action is expressly authorized or required by statute to be made through another Government agency including acquisitions from SBA using the authority of Section 8(a)

· Contract action is for utility services and there is only one source

· Contract action is placed under an Indefinite-Delivery contracts

· Contract action results from an unsolicited proposal

· Contract action is made under the terms of an existing contract that was previously synopsized in sufficient detail

COORDINATION- The Contracting Officer initiates the synopsis and obtains coordination of Public Affairs (SMC/PAS), SMC/PKXC, and the SMC/BC prior to release to the FedBizOps.

TYPES OF SYNOPSES-

Pre-Solicitation Notice (FAR 5.204)- is used to develop or identify interested sources and conduct a market survey (for competitive contracting).  This must be followed by a notice of proposed contract action (NOCA) synopsis before issuing any resulting solicitation.

Sources-Sought Synopsis (FAR 5.205)- also known as “R&D Advance Notices”.  May be published in FedBizOps when whenever existing solicitation mailing lists do not include a sufficient number of concerns to obtain adequate competition.  Must subsequently synopsize the solicitation with a NOCA.  It is SMC policy to use a synopsis on a “sources sought” basis as market survey to determine availability of qualified sources for contemplated “other than full and open competition” acquisitions.

Other special situations- FFRDC, A&E (see FAR 5.205)

Notice of Proposed Contract Action (FAR 5.203)

Synopsis of Contract Award (FAR 5.301 and 5.302).  The contracting officer shall synopsize awards of unclassified contracts exceeding $25,000 that are likely to result in the award of any subcontracts.  See FAR 5.301(b) for the 8 exceptions.

FORMAT OF SYNOPSIS- See FAR 5.207

PUBLICIZING AND RESPONSE TIME

-The NOCA must be published at least 15 days before the issuance of a solicitation.

-The solicitation response time must afford potential offerors with reasonable opportunity to response to each proposed contract action.

-Except for commercial items (see 5.203(b)), agencies shall alow at least a 30-day response time for receipt of bids or proposals from the date of issuance of a solicitation, if the proposed contract action is expected to exceed the simplified acquisition threshold.

-Agencies must allow at least a 45-day response time for receipt of bids or proposals from the date of publication for proposed contract actions categorized as research and development.

-The contracting officer may presume, absent evidence to the contrary, that the notice has been published 10 days (6 days if electronically transmitted) following transmittal of the synopsis to the FedBizOps.

ANNOUNCEMENT OF CONTRACT AWARDS (DD1279) – FAR 5.203 and DFARs 205.203

Contracting officers shall report all contractual actions, including modifications, that have a face value, excluding unexercised options, of more than $5M.  The contracting officer must make information available on awards over $5M (DoD) in sufficient time for the agency concerned to announce it by 5:00 p.m. Washington D.C. time on the day of award.

REFERENCES

FAR 5.2, 5.3

DFARS 205.2, 205.3

AFFARS 5305.2, 5305.3

WEB LINKS

For instructions on filling out a 1279 report, refer to Part 5 of the Contracting Toolkit on the SAF/ACQ website at http://www.safaq.hq.af.mil/contracting/toolkit/;  You will see a copy of the “Air Force Guide to Pre-solicitation Notices & 1279 Reporting”

