PCO STUDY GUIDE

TOPIC:  SYNOPSES    




DATE:  16 May 02

REFERENCES:  FAR Parts 5.00-5.30X; DFARS 205.20X; AFFARS 5305.20X; AFMCFARS 5305.20X; Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 637(e)) and Office of Federal Procurement Policy Act (41 U.S.C. 416); SMC Buyers Handbook

DEFINITION:  SYNOPSES are written public notifications that advise of proposed contract actions and/or awards.

KEY INFORMATION:  Synopses are accomplished to (a) increase competition, (b) broaden industry participation, and (c) assist target groups, i.e. small business, veteran-owned business, etc. in obtaining government contract and/or subcontracts.

    Types of Synopses: 

a) Pre-solicitation Notice – to develop or identify interested sources (must include screening criteria)

b) Sources-Sought – aka “R&D Advance Notices” formal request for interest in a proposed acquisition and may include a request for statements of capability.

c) Notice of Contract Action – can be used as (1) synopsis of proposed RFP release for R&D and/or (2) synopsis of proposed action where a sole source is anticipated.

d) Notice of Contract Award – notice of proposed unclassified contract awards exceeding $25,000 which are likely to result in award of subcontracts or >=$100,000 without subcontracts.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: The process here at SMC is as follows:

a) Draft synopsis per SMC Buyers Guide after obtaining a Synopsis Number from SMC/BC.

b) E-mail request for Synopsis coordination with proposed synopsis to SMC/BC and SMC/PA.

c) After approved coordination from SMC/BC and SMC/PA, e-mail synopsis to SMC/PKX (Brian Reiver) for final posting to FedBizOps.  We no longer post to the Commerce Business Daily (CBD).

THRESHOLDS:   

a) <$25,000 at discretion of the PCO

=>$25,000 Synopses must be published

b) Pre-solicitation must be published at least 15 days before RFP release.

a. Response times shall be =>30 days (non R&D) or =>45 days (R&D).

c) Pre-award must be published in sufficient time for announcement by 5:00 pm Washington DC time. SMC requires 3 days prior to award date.

TOPIC POC:  Brian Reiver, SMC/PKC, (310) 336-6819; SMC Coordinations: SMC/BC Mr. Ed Whatley (310) 363-2855; SMC/PA Ms. Peggy Hodge (310) 363-0030.

