
ORGANIZATIONAL EMBLEMS USED BY SMC AND ITS PREDECESSORS
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	The organization now known as SMC began on 1 July 1954 as the Western Development Division (WDD) of Air Research and Development Command (ARDC).  During their first few years, WDD and its organizational successor, the Air Force Ballistic Missile Division (AFBMD), used ARDC’s emblem.  
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	The organization first began to use its own emblem in the early 1960s.  The Air Force Ballistic Missile Division (AFBMD) selected an emblem based on ARDC’s, and it was approved on 2 November 1960.  However, AFBMD was divided into two new organizations, Ballistic Systems Division and Space Systems Division, on 1 April 1961.
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	Ballistic Systems Division (BSD) adapted AFBMD’s emblem to emphasize its own mission, the development of ballistic missile systems.  BSD’s emblem was approved on 14 February 1962.
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	Space Systems Division (SSD) also adapted AFBMD’s emblem to emphasize its own mission, the development of military space systems.  SSD’s emblem was approved on 5 July 1962.
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	When space and missile development programs were reunited under the Space and Missile Systems Organization (SAMSO) in 1967, SAMSO developed a new emblem to represent both aspects of its mission.  The new emblem was approved on 22 May 1968.
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	After SAMSO was divided into two new organizations based on its space and missile functions, the Ballistic Missile Office obtained approval on 1 December 1980 to use the emblem developed by the Ballistic Systems Division.  It was in continuous use by the Ballistic Missile Office, Ballistic Systems Division, and the Ballistic Missile Organization until the last of these became a detachment of SMC on 2 September 1993.
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	Space Division, the other new organization into which SAMSO was divided, reinterpreted and continued to use to use the emblem developed by SAMSO.  It was in successive and continuous use by SAMSO, Space Division, Space Systems Division, and SMC from May 1968 to August 2002. 
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	After the space and missile functions were reunited under the Space and Missile Systems Center (SMC) in 1992, it continued to use the old SAMSO emblem for ten years.  However, when SMC was realigned from Air Force Materiel Command (AFMC) to Air Force Space Command (AFSPC), the organization’s leaders proposed a new emblem to better express SMC’s mission and its new allegiance to AFSPC.  The new emblem was approved on 2 August 2002.
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