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SUBJECT:  BOTTLED OR POTABLE WATER PURCHASES ON TDY

REFERENCES:

A. JOINT FEDERAL TRAVEL REGULATIONS, VOLUME 1, (JFTR)

B. JOINT TRAVEL REGULATIONS (JTR)

C. DFAS-DE 7010.3-R
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D. AFI 65-601, VOLUME 1

1.  THIS MESSAGE PROVIDES CLARIFICATION FOR BOTTLED OR POTABLE WATER

PURCHASES INCIDENT TO TEMPORARY DUTY (TDY) BY MEMBERS OR EMPLOYEES.

2.  MILITARY MEMBERS AND CIVILIAN TRAVELERS DIRECTED TO PERFORM TDY

ARE NOT AUTHORIZED BOTTLED/POTABLE WATER AS A REIMBURSABLE EXPENSE.

REFERENCES:  JFTR, CHAPTER 4, PART F, MISCELLANEOUS REIMBURSABLE

EXPENSES AND JTR, CHAPTER 4, PART 0, REIMBURSABLE TRAVEL EXPENSES.

BOTTLED WATER IS PART OF THE SUBSISTENCE PORTION OF THE PER DIEM

ALLOWANCE.  IN THE RARE CASES WHERE A TRAVELER IS CLAIMING ACTUAL

EXPENSE ALLOWANCE FOR MEALS, PURCHASES OF BOTTLED WATER CAN BE

REIMBURSED.

3.  FOR MANY YEARS THE AIR FORCE ERRONEOUSLY REIMBURSED BOTTLED WATER

ON TRAVEL VOUCHERS AS A REIMBURSABLE EXPENSE.  THIS WAS IN PART DUE

TO POTABLE WATER BEING ERRONEOUSLY INCLUDED AS AN AUTHORIZED

REIMBURSABLE EXPENSE IN DFAS-DE 7010.3-R, TRAVEL TRANSACTIONS AT BASE

LEVEL (FORMERLY AFR 177-103).  THE ORIGINAL INTENT OF THIS PARAGRAPH

WAS TO REIMBURSE TRAVELERS WHO WERE TDY TO LOCATIONS WHERE POTABLE

WATER WAS NOT AVAILABLE FROM GOVERNMENT SOURCES.  HOWEVER, INDIVIDUAL

PURCHASES BY TRAVELERS ON TDY ARE NOT ALLOWED (28 CG 627).  THE AIR

FORCE'S REFERENCE TO POTABLE WATER IN DFAS-DE 7010.3-R VIOLATES JFTR,
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PAR. U1010, AND JTR, PAR. C1002 WHICH STATES:

 U1010-THE REGULATIONS IN THIS VOLUME REQUIRE NO FURTHER

ENTITLEMENT IMPLEMENTATION.  WHEN NECESSARY, THEY MAY BE SUPPLEMENTED

BY ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS WHICH SHALL NOT PRESCRIBE ENTITLEMENTS

DIFFERENT FROM THOSE IN THESE REGULATIONS.

C1002- IMPLEMENTATION UNDER DODD 5154.29, THE PROVISIONS IN THIS

VOLUME, AND SUBSEQUENT AMENDMENTS THERETO, ARE EFFECTIVE ON THE BASIS

OF PROMULGATION BY THE PDTATAC, WITHOUT FURTHER ENTITLEMENT

IMPLEMENTATION BY THE SEPARATE DEPARTMENTS. THE SEPARATE DEPARTMENTS

MAY ISSUE RELATED ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES PROVIDED THEY DO NOT

CONTRAVENE OR UNNECESSARILY DUPLICATE THE PROVISIONS IN THIS VOLUME.

4.  TRAVELERS SHOULD NOT SEEK REIMBURSEMENT THROUGH THE ACCOUNTING

LIAISON OFFICE OR SIMILAR OFFICES FOR BOTTLED/POTABLE WATER PURCHASES

WHILE TDY.  MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES ARE NOT AUTHORIZED REIMBURSEMENT

FOR INDIVIDUAL WATER PURCHASES WHILE TDY THROUGH THESE CHANNELS.  FOR

POTABLE WATER PURCHASES BY UNITS OR ORGANIZATIONS SEE AFI 65-601,

V.1, PAR. 4.45 (BUDGET GUIDANCE AND PROCEDURES).

5.  THIS IS A COORDINATED AF/DPRC (MSGT MILLER/DR. IMPHONG), SAF/FMPC

(MR. ANTHONY), AFAFO/FMFF (MSGT JOHNSON) AND SAF/FMBMM (MR. JOE

FARRELL) MESSAGE.
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