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SUBJECT:  Use of Appropriated Fund (APF) IMPAC Cards

1.  Questions continue to arise about the use of the appropriated funds IMPAC card for procuring things such as party supplies, food and drink for commander's call, retirements, PCS farewells, mememtos for commanders to give visitors, T-shirts, promotional items for conferences, meetings, symposia, and a myriad of other procurements.

2.  As a rule of thumb, if appropriated funds were not legally available for a procurement before the advent of the IMPAC card, they are not legally available now.  The IMPAC card did not, repeat did not, abrogate the propriety of funding rules established by statute, Congressional direction, Comptroller General decisions and Air Force policy.  Party supplies, serving materials, food and drink are considered "entertainment" and are addressed in AFI 65-601, Vol I, para 4.28, Entertainment.  There is not authority for procuring these for Commanders call, retirement, PCS farewells, office gatherings, and the like.

3.  Mementos are only authorized using Official Representation Funds (ORF) (10 USC 127) (AFI 65-601, Para 4) (sic) and the Latin American Cooperation Fund (LATAM COOP) (10 USC 1050) (AFI 65-601, para 2.3).  AFI 65-601, Vol I does not address the use of appropriated funds for the procuring of mementos because, other than the foregoing, there is no legal basis for using APFs for such expenditures.  AFI 65-601, Vol I, para 4.29.3 addresses promotional items and it does not include coins, coffee mugs, pens, or coasters for conferences, meetings, symposia, etc.  Orgainzational coins are for mission accomplishment awards documented in the AFI 36-XXXX series or supplements thereto, not mementos.  There is no problem using the IMPAC card for expenses related to conferences, meetings, symposia, etc. that are authorized for APFs:  meeting rooms, honoraria, or fees for speakers.

4.  Procurement of T-shirts with APFs are authorized for awards in sports competitions in lieu of, not in addition to, trophies, plaques, or other devices for winners only and not for participants in general.  This will be formally included in the update of AFI 65-601, Vol I, para 4.29.4.  If there is a desire to use T-shirt for other awards, a proposal should be submitted to SAF/FMBMM.

5.  To reinterate, if a item(s) was not authorized for procurement with APFs using a Form 9, it did not become authorized for procurement by using the IMPAC card.  Both expend appropriated funds.  Ensure that this information receives the widest dissemination in your command.  This is a coordinated SAF/AQCO, AF/ILVP and SAF/FMBM message.  POCs are Joe Farrell, SAF/FMBMM, DSN 227-8250; Lt Col Doug Nelson, AF/ILVP, DSN 664-6427; and Col Mary Kringer, SAF/AQCO, DSN 425-7020.

